
Appendix 4 

Mencap definition of profound and multiple learning 
disability 

Children and adults with profound and multiple learning disabilities have 

more than one disability, the most significant of which is a profound 

learning disability.  All people who have profound and multiple learning 

disabilities will have great difficulty communicating.  Many people will 

have additional sensory or physical disabilities, complex health needs or 

mental health difficulties.  The combination of these needs and/or the 

lack of the right support may also affect behaviour.  Some other people, 

such as those with autism and Down’s syndrome may also have 

profound and multiple learning disabilities.  

See the link below to read the full definition: 

http://www.pmldnetwork.org/what_do_we_want/who_are_we_campaigni

ng_for.htm 

 

 

 


